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Weclome to ERP UK‘s Q1 compliance newsletter.

This newsletter is designed to provide useful updates 

and information on the UK WEEE, Packaging and 

Battery & Accumulator Producer compliance 

regulations.

It includes a series of compliance updates, regulatory 

information and current affairs articles.

We always welcome any feedback and suggestions for 

future content.

AN INTRODUCTION TO YOUR NEWSLETTER
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• Introduction to the Landbell Group, the group which ERP is part of

• Landbell enters into a strategic partnership with DHL

• Compliance workshop news

• Industrial/Automotive Batteries and WEEE collections

• ERP offers a bespoke data service for calculating your Packaging, WEEE and Battery obligations

• Data Services Team

• WEEE Compliance News

− Category changes for 2019

− UK WEEE targets for 2017 announced

− UK WEEE recycling data analysis

− Producer and retailer take-back obligations
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• WEEE Data reporting

• Portable Battery News

− ERP offers all customers free boxes and collections for portable batteries

− Battery recycling data analysis

• Battery Data reporting

• Packaging Compliance News

− Packaging reycling data analysis

− Revised packaging targets until 2020 announced

− 2017 packaging waste registration deadline has now passed

• Packaging News

− A current affairs article on a plastic bottle Deposit & Return Scheme (DRS)

− UK announces a government enquiry into coffee cups and plastic bottles 

April 17
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ERP is proud to be part of the Landbell Group, the 

leading supplier of global services and consulting for 

environmental and chemical compliance: 

http://www.landbell-group.com/en/

We help customers unlock the value of the circular 

economy. Here are some of the key companies in the 

Group with an outline of the services that they provide.



TOGETHER IS BETTER
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The Landbell Group and DHL have joined forces to create a 

unique market beating partnership offering international 

compliance, take back and waste management services for 

WEEE, batteries and packaging.

For more info, contact your account manager.  We have also 

created a short video to outline our new Partnership.

To view please visit:

www.together-is-better.com

April 17
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• Our 2017 workshop programme

We are pleased to announce a series of producer 

compliance workshops are now available for 2017.  

These will be located across the UK.  Our workshop 

information was sent out very recently and further 

reminders will be sent throughout 2017.

This will give members who have already booked their 

place a reminder, while also affording as many of our 

clients as possible the option to attend.

Workshops are completely free to any compliance 

scheme members.

Please book your place by contacting your account 

manager.

Please note spaces are limited.

• WEEE & Battery workshops: 

− Friday 31st March 2017 (Bracknell)

− Thursday 29th June 2017 (London)

− Wednesday 27th September 2017 (Bradford)

− Friday 5th January 2018 (Lutterworth)

• Packaging: 

− Thursday 14th September 2017 (Lutterworth)

• Batteries:

− Tuesday 20th June 2017 (Lutterworth)
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• Do you have WEEE or Industrial/Automotive Batteries which need 

collecting and recycling?

ERP UK offers a WEEE and Industrial/Automotive Battery collection 

service to all customers.  Feel free to contact us for a no obligation 

quote.

Telephone: 0845 6852424

E-mail: ukoperations@erp-recycling.org

Please detail:  location(s), the weight & chemistry type of any batteries, 

the weight and category of any WEEE, and how the items will be made 

available for collection.  Pictures of your articles may also be helpful.

Our operations team will respond to your enquiry within 5 working 

days.

WEEE & INDUSTRIAL/AUTOMOTIVE BATTERY COLLECTIONS

April 17
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ERP UK‘S DATA SERVICE

• ERP offers a data calculation service for your environmental 

compliance obligations

ERP offers a bespoke data calculation service to meet all your 

WEEE, Battery and Packaging reporting needs.

Collecting product weights and calculating your declaration can be 

very confusing and time consuming. You may have thousands of 

products, several different companies and complex data formats so 

we will work with you to understand your business, products, 

packaging flows and raw data.

If you are interested or want to find out more, please contact:

Richard Dove

Phone: +44 (0)778 843 8791

E-Mail:  richard.dove@erp-recycling.org
“Let us do the hard work, so you don‘t have to“

April 17
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DATA SERVICES TEAM

• Data team plans for 2017

As the 2017 Packaging Waste data reporting period draws to a close, the Data Team will be focusing on maintaining 

and updating its weights database.  This extensive database, within our producer responsibility calculation system, 

allows ERP to match products and weights and continually update this information in order to ensure our data 

services customers have the most up-to-date obligations as possible.

As part of this on-going activity, the team may wish to carry out some targeted and specific supplier data collections 

for your account. We will be in touch if we feel that a focused data collection exercise is required for you.

• Introducing new products for 2017? 

We believe by working with your suppliers during new product line launches, we increase response rates and  

accuracy of packaging weight data.  Any support you can provide with this activity will be greatly appreciated.
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WEEE: CHANGE IN CATEGORIES FOR 2019

• Open Scope – UK moves from 14 categories to 6

From 2019, the UK will move from 14 categories to 6 for producers reporting EEE data.  

The 2019 categories will see existing EEE being scoped to one of the 6 new categories.  These will be 

based on size of surface area and purpose.   Ahead of a consultation process, Defra are asking 

producers to complete a questionnaire which ERP issued to members on 30th March.

We encouraged as many producers as possible to complete the questionnaire because the change to 

reporting under 6 new categories will affect all B2C producers and could result in significant changes 

to the compliance costs you pay.

Thank you to everyone who completed the questionnaire.

April 17
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WEEE: 2017 TARGETS

• WEEE collection targets for 2017

Defra has announced the WEEE collection targets for 2017 and these targets will be used to calculate 

household obligations for 2017.

When Defra released the proposed targets a few weeks ago, ERP responded to the consultation to help 

ensure the targets were based on as much data as possible and were set at a fair and reasonable level. Our 

biggest concern was the proposed increase in the Category 3 target compared to 2016. We are pleased to 

see that the Category 3 target has been reduced from the draft target, following the consultation process, to 

a level that we feel is much more achievable and in the interests of WEEE producers.

We will be re-calculating the 2017 household obligations for our B2C producers and will use the 2017 targets 

from Q2 onwards.

April 17



Q1 2017 COMPLIANCE NEWSLETTER

13

WEEE: COMPLIANCE NEWS

• Q4 WEEE Data published

The Environment Agency published the Q4 2016 recycling data at the beginning of March.  Most categories have 

seen an increase in the amount of WEEE collected over the past few years - apart from Display Equipment which 

has dropped due to lighter flat-screen products.
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WEEE: COMPLIANCE NEWS

In most WEEE streams, the UK has exceeded the UK targets, especially Large Domestic Appliances.  However, the UK 

failed to meet its overall Small Mixed WEEE target covering categories 2-10, the main shortfall being in category 3 

(IT and Telecoms). As expected, Lamps did not meet the target, which was due to a high target being set as a result 

of dual-use seeing more Lamps fall into the household WEEE system.

UK Waste Stream 2016 UK WEEE collected 2016 targets Progress to targets %

Large Domestic Appliances 216,532 189,322 114%

Cooling Equipment 134,657 124,576 108%

Display Equipment 71,267 68,708 104%

Small Mixed WEEE (cat 2-10) 152,731 154,763 99%

Lamps 6,132 6,882 89%

Photovoltaics 96 90 107%
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WEEE: COMPLIANCE NEWS

http://www.letsrecycle.com/news/latest-news/fourth-phase-of-retailer-weee-take-back-scheme-opens/

• WEEE retailer & distributor take-back requirements –

Distributor Takeback Scheme moves into 4th phase 

from 2017 until 2019

Under the UK WEEE Regulations, a company selling B2C 

EEE directly to the end-user has a variety of take-back 

requirements, which have evolved since 2007. 

Producers have the option to manage take-back 

requirements themselves or contribute to a national 

intiative called the Distributor Takeback Scheme (DTS). 

The DTS is now entering its fourth phase which will run 

until the end of 2019.

• Unsure about your WEEE take-back obligations or 

requirements?

Please contact your ERP account manager who will 

advise you what your options are.

More information can also be found here:

https://www.gov.uk/electricalwaste-producer-

supplier-responsibilities/your-responsibilities

April 17
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WEEE: DATA REPORTING

Reporting Period Reporting Deadline

Q1: 1st January to 31st March Friday 14th April 2017

Q2: 1st April to 30th June Friday 14th July 2017

Q3: 1st July to 30th September Friday 13th October 2017

Q4: 1st October to 31st December Monday 15th January 2018

• Your Q1 EEE data round is here

• Please make sure you submit your data as soon as possible in April.

• Please ensure all EEE data being reported is made available to the UK market in the relevant reporting period (see 

below).

• Please ensure your submission is approved by a legal signatory of your company or delegated authority who has 

prior written consent for 2017.

• Include a brief explanation for any fluctuations in your data.  Comparisons are made against the EEE data from the 

same time period last year.

April 17
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PORTABLE BATTERY: NEWS

• ERP offers portable battery collections and portable battery bins 

for FREE to its members

Portable battery distributors have certain take-back requirements.  

Battery retailers or distributors selling 32kg or more of portable 

batteries are legally required to offer in-store take-back.

In order to help distributors meet these requirements, ERP has 

FREE boxes and offers a FREE collection service for portable 

batteries.

For more information and FAQs please go to:

− http://www.erp-batteries.co.uk/useful-info-risk-assessments-and-faqs/

− http://www.erp-batteries.co.uk/request-box/

− http://www.erp-batteries.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/ERP-Box-Delivery-

and-Collection-Process-and-FAQs-02Dec2016.pdf

April 17
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PORATBLE BATTERY: COMPLIANCE NEWS

• Q4 battery recycling data for portable batteries

Following the release of the Q4 2016 recycling data by the Environment Agency, we are able to see how many waste 

portable batteries were collected in 2016.  Over 17,000 tonnes were collected compared to 14,800 tonnes collected 

in 2015 (that‘s a 15% increase).  

Less Lead Acid and more Other batteries were collected. This follows the change in classification of portable batteries 

that came into effect at the start of 2016.

If all waste portable batteries delivered to ABTOs are accepted, then the UK‘s collection rate will be 44.8% (the target 

is 45%).
Chemistry Type UK Waste Portable Batteries Collected (Tonnes)

2013 2014 2015 2016

Lead acid 10,485.198 10,050.711 10,625.919 8,746.533

Nickel Cadmium 170.108 285.668 323.842 465.146

Other 1,488.787 2,738.979 3,929.276 7,919.598

Total 12,144.093 13,075.358 14,879.037 17,131.277
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PORTABLE BATTERY: DATA REPORTING

Reporting Period Reporting Deadline

Q1: 1st January to 31st March Friday 14th April 2017

Q2: 1st April to 30th June Friday 14th July 2017

Q3: 1st July to 30th September Friday 13th October 2017

Q4: 1st October to 31st December Monday 15th January 2018

• Your Q1 portable battery data round is here

• Please make sure you submit your data as soon as possible in April.

• Please ensure all portable battery data being reported is made available to the UK market in the relevant reporting 

period (see below).

• Please ensure your submission is approved by a legal signatory of your company or delegated authority who has 

prior written consent for 2017.

• Include a brief explanation for any fluctuations in your data.  Comparisons are made against the portable battery 

data from the same time period last year.

April 17
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PACKAGING: COMPLIANCE NEWS

Material 2016 

Obligation

2016

Recycling 

(including 

2015 carry in)

Shortfall/Surplus

Paper 2,809,291 4,020,570 1,211,279

Glass 1,618,997 1,686,800 67,803

Aluminium 84,339 92,345 8,006

Steel 370,560 438,681 68,121

Plastic 983,238 1,052,822 69,584

Wood 248,403 425,430 177,027

Recovery 584,522 796,864 212,342

Total 

recovery

7,746,607 8,243,483 496,876

• Q4 packaging recycling data

The Environment Agency recently released the recycling 

data for Q4 2016. The amount of packaging waste 

collected in Q4 was higher than previous quarters and is 

higher than Q4 2015 in most materials.  Levels for glass 

other (aggregate) have continued to slow down.

Importantly, the UK comfortably met the targets for 2016 

with surpluses in all materials.
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PACKAGING: COMPLIANCE NEWS

http://www.letsrecycle.com/news/latest-news/packaging-target-clarity-anticipated-in-budget/

• Revised packaging targets from 2017 announced

On 8th March, the UK goverment announced recycling 

targets from 2018 to 2020.  The ultimate goal of these 

proposed changes is to move from a recycling rate of 

65% to 75.4% by 2020.

Targets for plastic and glass were outlined in the 2017 

budget which also includes a recycling goal of 57% for 

plastic and 80% for glass.

This is important to producers because your future PRN 

requirements/packaging obligations are based on these 

recycling targets.

There has been some concern raised in industry over 

the steep rise in the wood target, which may well push 

PRN costs up in the future.

2017 2018 2019 2020

Paper 69.5% 71% 73% 75%

Aluminium 55% 58% 61% 64%

Steel 76% 79% 82% 85%

Wood 22% 38% 43% 48%

Recovery 79% 80% 81% 82%

Total Recycling 72.2% 73.6% 74.5% 75.4%
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PACKAGING: COMPLIANCE NEWS

• Final packaging registration deadline for 2017 

The UK‘s annual Packaging Waste registration deadline has now 

passed.  We‘d like to remind any producers who have not yet 

submitted your data that your company is leaving itself open to 

prosecution and civil sanctions by not doing so.  

Between January and July 2016, businesses that were non-

compliant with the Packaging Waste Regulations were collectively 

fined more than £300,000.

To those producers who have already submitted the required 

packaging information we‘d like to thank you for your time and 

cooperation.

or

April 17
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PACKAGING: NEWS

1)  https://www.mcsuk.org/what_we_do/Clean+seas+and+beaches/Pollution+and+litter+problems/Deposit+return+system

2)  http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/02/15/plastic-bottle-tax-unlikely-government-rejects-deposit-scheme/

3)  http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-35878760

• Deposit & return your plastic bottle scheme

Since 2016, UK retailers, local authorities and goverment officials 

have been looking at ways in which the recycling of long life or 

“single use“ packaging can be improved.

One method that has received a lot of attention is a Deposit and 

Return Scheme (DRS) for plastic bottles.  This would see a small 

charge added at the point of sale for consumers, which is refunded 

upon return of the bottle. Initial proposals have suggested 

collection/return points managed by retailers and councils.  

However, at this early stage, the proposed method is receiving 

negative feedback and, in early 2017, the Government rejected a 

proposal to introduce a DRS.

For more information please go to:
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PACKAGING: NEWS

http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/environmental-audit-committee/news-parliament-

2015/disposable-packaging-coffee-cups-plastic-bottles-inquiry-launch-16-17

• Coffee cups & plastic bottles government enquiry

You may remember that, in some of our 2016 newsletters, we had 

articles on Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall‘s War on Waste which aired 

on the BBC.  These programmes prompted responses from 

packaging manufacturers, retailers and goverment officials.

In March 2017, the Environmental Audit Committee confirmed it 

will launch an inquiry into the environmental damage caused by 

disposable drinks packaging, in particular looking at the impact of 

plastic bottles and coffee cups.

While household recycling hovers around 44%, the amount of non-

recyclable packaging being introduced into the UK is skyrocketing, 

with unsustainable and negative impacts on the global 

environment and wildlife.  For more information please go to:

April 17
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